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Ms. PINGREE of Maine. Mr. Speaker, 

at a time when we are finally increas-
ing access to health coverage for mil-
lions of Americans, those who need it 
the most are left without. 

Nearly every day, I hear from con-
stituents in my State of Maine who are 
suffering because they are caught in a 
political battle over the expansion of 
Medicaid. These people are our friends 
and neighbors, and many of them have 
chronic conditions, injuries, or mental 
illnesses that prevent them from work-
ing. But because they live in States 
that have chosen not to expand the 
program, they have been left without 
any affordable options. 

Instead, people are putting off get-
ting health care until their needs are 
critical. Hospitals and health centers 
end up picking up the tab, and our 
economy continues to be strained. 

In Maine, almost 70,000 people are 
struggling without health care because 
Medicaid hasn’t been expanded. I call 
on Governors across the country, in-
cluding my own, to think about these 
people rather than politics when they 
make decisions about health care in 
their States and expand Medicaid now. 

f 

THE PRESIDENT SHOULD LISTEN 
TO THE VOTERS 

(Mr. SMITH of Texas asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
the President should listen to the vot-
ers and not grant amnesty to illegal 
immigrants by executive order. A re-
cent survey by the polling company 
found that three-quarters of voters 
want the President to work with Con-
gress to change immigration policies, 
not act on his own. 

This overwhelming opposition to uni-
lateral executive action is bipartisan— 
93 percent of Republicans, 81 percent of 
Independents, and 56 percent of Demo-
crats want the President to follow the 
legislative process. 

Voters also support immigration 
policies that put American workers 
first. Supermajorities from all demo-
graphic groups say that Americans who 
need work should have the opportunity 
to do the jobs now held by illegal im-
migrants. They believe that govern-
ment has a responsibility to protect 
American workers from competition 
with illegal workers. 

The President should listen to the 
voters and put the interests of Ameri-
cans first. 

f 

SAFE CLIMATE 

(Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today as a member of the Safe 
Climate Caucus to urge this Do-Noth-
ing Congress to acknowledge the dan-
gers and the reality of climate change. 

This week we got startling news that 
once again is falling on deaf ears here 
in the House of Representatives. The 
World Meteorological Organization an-
nounced that atmospheric carbon lev-
els reached a record high in 2013. And 
the Audubon Society found that nearly 
half of all bird species in North Amer-
ica—but, unfortunately, not including 
the ostrich—are at risk of severe popu-
lation decline due to climate change. 
But despite the clear and present dan-
ger to the species, the ostrich-like 
Members of this body have their heads 
buried in the sand of denial. 

We can no longer ignore the science. 
The time to act is now. I support the 
President’s decision to reduce carbon 
emissions, and I urge my Republican 
colleagues to take their heads out of 
the sand so that together we can ad-
dress this global threat. 

f 

b 1230 

TAYLORVILLE 175TH 
ANNIVERSARY 

(Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. 
Speaker, today, I have the honor to 
stand on the floor of the United States 
House of Representatives to wish my 
hometown of Taylorville, Illinois, in 
my home county of Christian County, a 
happy 175th anniversary. 

I was only 7 years old when my par-
ents moved our family to Taylorville, 
where my mom and dad were opening 
their very first restaurant. While my 
family has called Taylorville home for 
37 years, I can say what made 
Taylorville and Christian County a 
great place to live when we first moved 
there still makes it a great place to 
live now. 

My parents wouldn’t have been able 
to achieve the American Dream with-
out the support of friends and neigh-
bors in Taylorville and Christian Coun-
ty, and without a doubt, I would not be 
standing here today if it weren’t for 
the help and friendship of so many peo-
ple throughout my years in Taylorville 
and Christian County. 

As Taylorville and Christian County 
prepare to celebrate their 175th anni-
versary, it is an honor for me to be able 
to stand here today and offer my con-
gratulations and best wishes. 

f 

GETTING BACK TO WORK 

(Mr. CICILLINE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. CICILLINE. Mr. Speaker, Con-
gress is back in Washington, and it is 
time to get to work on the priorities of 
the American people, but I rise today 
with serious concerns about the Repub-
lican agenda, which has failed to tack-
le important issues that would grow 
the economy and strengthen the mid-
dle class, such as raising the minimum 

wage, making education more afford-
able, and guaranteeing women equal 
pay for equal work. 

Instead of ignoring the challenges 
facing hardworking Americans, we 
should be investing in their future and, 
in so doing, in the future of our great 
country. 

We have a plan that will get the mid-
dle class back to work called the Mid-
dle Class Jumpstart. This legislative 
action plan will raise the minimum 
wage, guarantee women equal pay for 
equal work, make education more af-
fordable, and invest in rebuilding our 
country and reinvigorating American 
manufacturing. 

In order to move our country forward 
and build ladders of opportunity, we 
have to invest in our greatest asset, 
hardworking middle class families, and 
we have to take action now. 

f 

HONORING BEAVER COUNTY’S 
VIETNAM VETERANS 

(Mr. ROTHFUS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. ROTHFUS. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
recognize the Beaver County Vietnam 
Veterans of America. 

I join Beaver County residents and 
all western Pennsylvanians in thank-
ing them for their service to our Na-
tion, as well as their efforts to bring 
The Wall that Heals, a traveling Viet-
nam Memorial, to Beaver County for 
the second time. 

The Wall that Heals is a half-scale 
replica of the Vietnam Veterans Memo-
rial in Washington, D.C. It travels 
across the country and provides great-
er access to the memorial for those 
who may not be able to visit it in our 
Nation’s capital. 

At more than 600 members strong, 
the Beaver County Vietnam Veterans 
of America is the largest chapter in 
Pennsylvania and the third largest 
chapter in the Nation. Thanks to their 
efforts, The Wall that Heals will be in 
Quay Square in Darlington from Sep-
tember 24 through September 28. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
join me in honoring the service of all 
Vietnam veterans and thanking the 
members of the Beaver County Viet-
nam Veterans of America, Chapter 862, 
for their hard work in once again 
bringing The Wall that Heals to Beaver 
County. 

f 

EXPORT-IMPORT BANK 
REAUTHORIZATION 

(Mr. COSTA asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
because we must pass a long-term reau-
thorization for the Export-Import 
Bank of the United States. 

The Ex-Im Bank provides small and 
large U.S. businesses more job-creating 
opportunities to sell their products 
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internationally. By providing loans and 
financing, the Ex-Im Bank has helped 
U.S. businesses compete in inter-
national markets that has generated 
over $266 billion in export value. 

Since 2007, businesses in California’s 
16th District in the San Joaquin Val-
ley, which I represent, has helped fi-
nance tens of millions of dollars of 
loans’ worth of exports that have cre-
ated jobs in the Valley. The Export-Im-
port Bank supports American jobs and 
helps level a playing field in the face of 
fierce competition that we experience 
from countries in Asia and around the 
world. 

Rather than kick this can down the 
road, we must pass a long-term reau-
thorization for the Export-Import 
Bank. This issue has never been a par-
tisan issue and nor should it be so 
today. We ought to be doing our jobs 
and working together. 

f 

TAX EXTENDERS 

(Mr. WILLIAMS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Mr. Speaker, for the 
last month, I have traveled up and 
down the 25th District of Texas talking 
with my constituents about their big-
gest concerns. 

They are fed up with Washington’s 
out-of-touch economic policies that are 
hurting their families and their busi-
nesses. Business owners and individuals 
need certainty when it comes to their 
money and their taxes. That is why we 
need to quickly pass a tax extenders 
bill so business owners can stop play-
ing defense and focus on what they do 
best, creating jobs. 

Since Texas doesn’t have a State in-
come tax, Texans need to know if they 
can continue deducting their sales tax 
from their Federal income taxes. Busi-
ness owners need to know if they can 
continue taking risks and innovating 
with the R&D credit. Companies need 
to know that they are not the target of 
tax bias by extending the bonus depre-
ciation credit permanently. 

Ensuring these incentives is just the 
first step for true comprehensive tax 
reform, but these are good, sound poli-
cies that my constituents want and 
that our economy needs. Let’s give 
America the certainty they deserve 
and pass the tax extenders. 

And remember the 9/11 victims. In 
God we trust. 

f 

LET’S ADDRESS THE ONGOING 
CRISIS IN IRAQ 

(Mr. HASTINGS of Florida asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr. 
Speaker, I support my colleague and 
good friend, FREDERICA WILSON, in her 
effort that she has undertaken to 
#bringbackourgirls, addressing the hor-
ror of Boko Haram having extracted 

these girls from their lives, but we 
also, in addition to that responsibility, 
have an exacting responsibility with 
reference to ongoing circumstances 
that the President will address tonight. 

On August 14, nearly a month ago, I 
wrote to the President asking him to 
be mindful of a letter that I include in 
my remarks to Speaker BOEHNER. What 
I wrote to Speaker BOEHNER was: 

I respectfully call upon you to bring Con-
gress back into session, so that we can meet 
our constitutional responsibility to address 
the ongoing crisis in Iraq. As you know, the 
situation there is becoming increasingly 
more complex and continues to defy easy 
resolution. 

There is no doubt that the Islamic State in 
Iraq and Syria, ISIS, will continue to ter-
rorize the people of Iraq, leading to an in-
crease in tens of thousands of Iraqi Chris-
tian, Yazidi, and other refugees who have 
been driven from their homes. 

We must ask Congress: exercise our 
constitutional responsibility. 

f 

SUICIDE PREVENTION DAY 

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to recognize 
Suicide Prevention Day, which is rec-
ognized on September 10. Suicide is a 
tragedy that touches more of us than 
most might realize. It is also a great 
challenge for our military. 

In addition to an alarming suicide 
rate, half of all soldiers who tried sui-
cide first attempted it before enlisting, 
according to recent Army studies, and 
a large percentage had never been de-
ployed in a combat role. 

Today, as we draw attention to the 
issues and prevention strategies that 
might save just one life or more, I am 
proud to say the House in May passed 
bipartisan legislation that would im-
prove the military’s approach to sui-
cide detection and prevention. 

While currently the Department of 
Defense does a thorough physical as-
sessment for military recruits, no simi-
lar mental health evaluation is per-
formed. 

H.R. 4305, the Medical Evaluation 
Parity for Servicemembers Act, will 
bring mental health to parity with 
physical health through the enforce-
ment of a mental health assessment for 
incoming military recruits. 

On Suicide Prevention Day, I am 
calling on the Senate to pass this im-
portant legislation. Our servicemem-
bers deserve as much. 

f 

SUPPORT THE PRESIDENT IN 
DEFENDING OUR NATION 

(Mr. COHEN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, today in 
Emancipation Hall, the United States 
Congress and the United States Gov-
ernment honored the fallen heroes of 

9/11 with a Congressional Gold Medal 
ceremony—three gold medals: one to 
the individuals who died in 
Shanksville, Pennsylvania; one to the 
folks who died at the Pentagon; and 
another to those who died at the World 
Trade Center. Their names are all in 
this memorial book, nearly 3,000 inno-
cent victims of radical Islam. 

Radical Islam and al Qaeda continues 
to stay in ISIS. The President will ad-
dress the Nation tonight about the 
dangers ISIS presents to the world, to 
democracy, and to the United States. 

I plan to support the President in his 
request for us to join him militarily, 
economically, and in other measures to 
see that ISIS does not hit our home-
land, attack democracy, and create a 
caliphate that will be dangerous to 
freedom-loving people all over the 
world. 

I attended the National 9/11 Memorial 
Museum 2 weeks ago. It is stirring. It 
made me think of the heroes, the fire-
men, the policemen, the first respond-
ers, and the people on that airplane, 
but it also made me think of the hate 
of al Qaeda and ISIS. 

We must respond. We are America. 
God bless America. 

f 

WE MUST BE EVER VIGILANT IN 
DEFENDING OUR NATION 

(Mr. YODER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. YODER. Mr. Speaker, recent in-
security throughout the world is a re-
minder that we must be ever vigilant 
in defending our Nation against those 
who wish to attack us and destroy our 
American values. 

Tomorrow is the 13th anniversary of 
the September 11 attacks, and once 
again, we pause to remember the inno-
cent lives lost at the World Trade Cen-
ter and the Pentagon and the heroes on 
Flight 93 in Pennsylvania. 

We also pay tribute to the brave men 
and women who answered the call of 
duty and have courageously joined the 
Armed Forces to serve our Nation and 
fight the global war on terror. 

September 11, 2001, changed our great 
Nation. It awakened us to the ever- 
present threat by those who wish to at-
tack our country and our citizens, but 
it also stiffened our resolve and unified 
our Nation. Immediately after the hor-
rific attacks, we came together as a na-
tion, American spirit running high, and 
we emerged determined and stronger 
than ever before. 

As we combat today’s threats, our 
American spirit is enduring, and our 
leadership in the world is the strongest 
tool we have against terror. 

God bless America. 
f 

DON’T DENY LGBT VETERANS 
FEDERAL VA BENEFITS THEY 
HAVE EARNED 
(Ms. TITUS asked and was given per-

mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 
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